Reserve Grade - Erin Owens 

After what seemed an eternity the first game of the season finally rolled around and Sydney dished up a beautiful day in celebration. 

Discussion prior to the game centred around how to squeeze three centre backs into the formation. Problem solved with a 3 - 5 - 2 formation that has been so effective for the English team recently. 

The game got off to frantic... if somewhat rusty start.  The ref got into the act, requiring that he be referred to as 'referee on the park' rather than Malcolm.  Initially our extra man in midfield seemed to cause as much confusion for Rovers as our opposition, but within a few minutes Matt Linton settled into his role as a holding player and  Kristian provided a target up front.  Without ever really getting on top we were able to put together a few series of passes that almost came off.  Rustiness is the key word. 

Late in the first half Jaguars had their first effective shot on goal, from about 30m out their big centre half struck a cleanly hit shot straight at Stew in goal.  Everyone relaxed as Stew saves these kind of efforts about 999 times in a thousand..... this was the one time he didn't.  The ball bounced just in front of him, skidded, and somehow got through him. 

For the last few minutes of the half Rovers pushed for an equaliser, however the final ball just didn't come. 

0 - 1 half time 

The consensus at the half time talk was that it was an unlucky goal, and the game was there for the taking.  A reshuffle to 4 - 4 - 2 provided everyone with a more familiar formation and we set to trying to manufacture an equaliser.   

Luca found plenty of space in midfield and had several shots from distance to keep there keeper honest. 

As the game wore on everyone's lack of match condition began to show, however everyone in the Rovers line up kept working and apart from a couple of long balls the needed Stew to pull off one on one saves with customary aplomb Jaguars did not threaten too much. 

Unfortunately the equaliser did not eventuate, however it was a pretty good first outing, considering some of us had not played together before and there were enough signs to suggest the results will come. 

Pele points: 

Stew - 1 
Luca - 2 
Lionel - 3

