Match Report: Balmain Rovers vs Prestons
19/08/06
Line-up:
Shaw; Felix, Wootton, Bush, Hull; Penman, See, Briscoe, Wiles; James M, Stubbs
Goals:
Penman 15, Stubbs 33, Briscoe, 66, Stubbs 89.
Cards:
See (Yellow)

Spring has arrived early for Sydney; and for Balmain Rovers!  

Winter 2006 was typified by washed out weekends and some unlucky, but ultimately underperforming, showings from the men in orange.  That is all a thing of the past now.
The Inner West’s almost men hit the road to Prestons soon after dawn, and by the designated 3pm kick-off, larrikins Briscoe and James, M, were still hammering down the M5 in desperate need of a street directory.  Custodian, manager, coach, tactician, and motivational leader Stewart Shaw, sweet-talked the ref into the text-book 10-minute delay and the game was postponed just long enough for Briscoe to knacker the bottom of his Porsche on the oversized sleeping policemen, undertake an “It’s a knock-out” speed change of clothes and take to the field.

Buoyant after back2back wins the previous weekend, Balmain quickly set about Prestons in now accustomed fashion, and were soon creating chances left, right and centre. From the left: Stubbs shot when he should of passed, then passed when he should of shot.  From the right: Penman and Felix carved out several moves down the flank, and then through the centre: tireless running from James, M led to award of an indirect free-kick near the penalty spot after the Prestons keeper referred to his 1987 Rules of the Game, and picked up the ball following a long back pass.
Stubbs rolled the ball to the right, Briscoe confidently side-footed around the wall and Penman mopped up excellently after a parry from the keeper.  1 - 0 Rovers.

Meanwhile Messers Felix, Hull, Wootton and Bush were scantly occupied repelling the limited attacks offered by the home team.  Rovers gritted their teeth and went for the kill.

A tenacious first half from dynamo Jeff See resulted in last season’s “Best and Fairest” receiving his first booking on record.  Deservedly so, it has to be said, as the midfielder tried one of Wootton’s trademark hacks from behind and got right ankle, followed by left ankle, followed by yellow card.
Not to be deterred, See set about making amends and took off on a winding run through the heart of Preston’s midfield and defence.  About 6 or 7 should be free-kicks later See was still on his feet and managed to loop a through pass over the last man.  Everyone paused in anticipation of the inevitable free kick decision, but it never came as Stubbs stayed switched on and chipped first time over the right full back and (for the record now fully alert) goalkeeper into the top corner.  
Half time: Rovers 2 – Prestons 0 
Balmain dominance dominated the second period too.  Many chances were created by the probing midfield and it was only a matter of time before the lead was extended yet further.  Rich Briscoe stepped up to the mark after some more good approach down the right channel and blasted home from the edge of the area. 3 – 0 Rovers.
Meanwhile Messers Felix, Hull, Wootton and Bush were still scantly occupied repelling the limited attacks offered by the home team.  What they were called upon to do, they did extremely well and the Orange goal was rarely under threat.  Did Shaw have a save to make all afternoon? This eye witness cannot remember one.
Late on, a super-human effort from scurrying left-winger Kristian Wiles nearly found Rover’s fourth.  With nonchalance and negligible back-lift the Welsh Wizard launched a deceptive lobbed-drive from fully 45 yards, which crashed against the cross bar and bounced invitingly back into the penalty area.  Had Rovers strike-force been able to believe the audacious effort their eyes were seeing, a simple tap in from the rebound was there to be had.  Unfortunately a combination of lead boots, and disbelief resulted in in-action and, this time, Balmain let the opportunity pass them by.

Chances continued to come and were it not for a highly disputable offside call (denying Wiles), good keeping from the Prestons #1 (to deny Briscoe), and a “lean back and think of England” approach from Mickey James, then double figures could have beckoned.

However, Rovers finally found a fourth goal with the last attack of the game.  Briscoe intercepted a Prestons goal kick, heading accurately into the path of Stubbs, who rounded the last man and drove low under the advancing keeper.  4 – 0 Rovers.
Mention must also go to injury-dogged line-o Matt Linton who produced an impeccable display with the red and yellow flag in the hot spring sunshine.

A great end to the season.

Full time: Rovers 4 – Prestons 0 
Pele Points: 
2 – See. 
Driving the pace of the game from the middle of the park once more.  Likely to be the first name on the 2007 team-sheet.
2 – Briscoe.

Involved in the majority of Rover’s attacking forays, 1 goal and 2 assists well deserved.
1 – Felix.

A notable presence, especially in the first half, with most of Rover’s play starting on the right flank.
1 – Bush.

Deployed in less familiar centre-back role, but did everything required to suppress Prestons’ attacking play and instigated several counter attacks in the second half.
