Balmain Rovers V Leichhardt Saints
King George’s Park

Saturday 29th July 2006

Lineup – Shaw, Hull(60), Felix (30), Owens(80), Linton, Wootton, Stubbsy, Bush(45), See(45), Penman, James M, James J, Briscoe

Result: 1-3 (1-2)

It was a true Balmain Rovers victory!

Not on the field, unfortunately, but for attendance at the pub afterwards. All players on the card and every (single) supporter was there, drink in hand, toasting the “off-field” performance.

On the field was another matter, it was again a dissapointing result which the scoreline did not reflect how close it was. All too often we look back at a decision by the referee. This time a penalty in the second half, and as yours truly playing in goals will go on the record, it was one of the worst miss-kicks by a striker that I have seen this season. He kicked more of the field than the ball, tripped over his own legs, squeeled like a <insert name here> and went down like a sack of <insert expletive here> All resulting in the referee putting 2 and 2 and making 8 (incidentally the same measurement he thought the penalty spot was from the goal line).
This didn’t truly reflect on how we played, some good passages of play down the right hand side from Wootton in the first half and we were looking like footballers. Once we started to use the width of the park to better effect we were really finding some space behind their defense. Bushy and Penman gave us some much required muscle in the middle of the park and were really troubling the midfield in the first 15-20 minutes. Leichhardt solved this by playing an unconventional 1-8-1 (or at least that’s what it felt like) formation.

Leichhardt’s first goal was nothing spectacular, though if the Rovers keeper hadnt filled up the night before on a combination of beer, wine and some“Ruby Murray” he might have had a chance at getting at least one foot off the ground and make an attempt at stopping the ball, still we were back even 10 minutes later with an absolute screamer from Stubbsy from just inside half way. A second Leichhardt goal got our heads down as we headed into the sheds shortly there-after.

At the break we knew we had a chance, but couldn’t let them score. The penalty shortly into the half really got to us, but like every game this season we had the majority of the possession in the second half but was unable to captilise on it.

In the end we all had a schooner to relax the nerves, organised the end of season celebration, and discussed more and more elaborate strategies. 
Pele Points – (3) Matt Linton, (2) Michael Penman, (1) Simon Bush
