Match Report - Saturday 06 May - Balmain Rovers v Thirsty Thirds at Timbrell Park

By Erin Owens


Thirsties 2 (1) def Balmain Rovers 0 (0)

Balmain Line-up: Shaw - Owens [Uematsu 75], Wootton, Williams, Vince - Hull, Wragg, Linton [See 25], Felix [White 65] - James, Stubbs

Goals: - nil 


During the week prior to the match there were rumours that Rob Liney was not in fact playing over 35's but had turned out for the Thirsties.  Traitor is the only appropriate word that comes to mind.  There was much muttering about whinging poms who go and defect at the first opportunity and how they deserve a good kicking and how there was no way that bastard was going to score....... 

Fired up by the prospect of the personal battle to be had, Rovers were perhaps not calm enough on the ball and a little distracted off the ball.  After 20 minutes or so of scrambling play, where Thirsties wasted some clear cut chances, the villain of the day was able to latch onto a loose ball in the box and slot home for the first goal of the game. 

This spurred Rovers to re-gather and put some passes together, culminating in a build up where Stubbsy was able to get his head onto the end of a cross, see the ball cross the goal only to be scooped out for Hugo to fire his shot into the bar.  Despite the linesman's signals that the ball crossed the line the ref declined to award the goal. 

At half time the score stood at 1 - 0 to Thirsties 

The second half started much as the first did, scrambling play with chances at both ends.  This went on until midway through the half when a speculative shot by the Thirsties from the edge of the area cannoned into the corner of the crossbar and goal post, down onto the goal line and into Stew's hands.  The ref decided that although he was 40 yards away he was in the best position to judge that a goal had been scored..... despite the linesman's signal that the ball did not in fact cross the line.  The goal stood, collectively Rover lost our cool and subsequently our shape [no helped by a series of positional changes forced by injuries and general unfitness on my part] 

The game wound up to a scrappy end, with Rovers coming off dissatisfied. 

Next week will be better. 

Pele Points: 3 Gareth, 2 Wootty, 1 Nick 

