Match Report - Sunday 23rd April - Racing v Balmain Rovers at Whitlam Reserve
By Jeff See

 

Racing 4 (2) def Balmain Rovers 0 (0)
 

Balmain Line-up: Shaw - Hull, Wragg, Linton (Humphries 55), Vince - See, Bush, James, Felix (Uematsu 60 (Bowling 80)) - Wiles, Stubbs
 

Goals: -
 

Our first of a handful of treks out west saw us somewhat under-manned as the Anzac holiday took its toll, particularly on our back four. This paled into significance when faced with the big question though; who got what in the Prestons/Racing split? As we soon discovered, it appeared that Racing had managed to keep all the players, but lost some of the sideline support.
 

The start of the game was actually quite tight, albeit with Racing on top, and Rovers defending (and keeping) solidly. Slowly though, Racing's superior pace, strength and, most importantly, possession began to tell and it wasn't long before they were creating chance after chance. Some great defending was keeping us in it, especially Stew, who took it upon himself to defend twenty or so yards out, getting the slightest of touches on (read: cleaned up) their striker who was clean through. Possibly lucky to get only a yellow card, the first of the season for Rovers, managing to beat early season favourite Wootton to the honour. However, Racing soon got the breakthrough and it was only some good defending, keeping and some particularly wasteful finishing that saw them only add one to their first to lead by two at the break.
 

H/T: 2-0
 

The second half went much as the first, with Racing on top and creating many chances, with only the defence and more wasteful finishing preventing them from putting on a cricket score. To make matters worse, the heat was beginning to take its toll, as injuries and cramps started to strike down the Rovers' players. Firstly, Humphries coming on for Linton, seeing Bush go back into the centre of defence, and performing admirably. Next, on came Uematsu for Felix, and his fresh legs livened things up, creating the Rovers' best (and just about only) chance of the game, crossing for Stubbs who hit his volley sweetly straight at the keeper. In the end, Racing managed another two in the second half to leave the final score at 4-0.
 

Once Racing got their first, the result was never truly in doubt, and both teams would have been somewhat pleased with the result. Racing, obviously pleased with the two points, and Rovers pleased that they didn't  reach double digits like they may have.
 

F/T: 4-0
 

Pele Points: Wragg 3, Bush 2, Shaw 1
