Match Report - Saturday 8th April Strathfield  v Rovers @ Strathfield Park 

Strathfield 1 (0) Balmain Rovers 1 (0) 

Balmain line-up: 
Shaw - Vince, Williams, Wootton, Owens – See (Penman 45), Wragg, Bush (Wiles 70), Hull - James, Stubbs.
 
Goals: 
Stubbs 75. 
  
This is a tale (albeit written with fading memory) of a match that began badly, then got worse after 50 minutes, only to finish with scores level and a group of substantially fitter Rovers players regretting not going home with two points. 
To a backdrop of a bright, sunny Strathfield afternoon, Rovers looked to improve upon last week’s drawn result against Botany on a playing surface that, although not quite as impressive as Bark Huts, was again rather reasonable (let’s face it the pitch was bordering on exceptional for players used to navigating the terrain of Wentworth Park). 
The returning Vince was the only addition to previous week’s squad, taking over at right back while See pushed into midfield. Following an enthusiastic team warm up the boys seemed ready to give Strathfield hell but it’s fair to say things went not exactly to script… 
The opening 45 minutes were a less than pleasant experience. In fact much of them were quite awful: Rovers could barely string a pass together, barely put in a tackle, organisation was lacking, Strathfield dominated and a rain of corners ensued. Fortunately, clinical finishing was notable only by its absence and, combined with some determined, last-gasp defending, half time came with the game still scoreless. 
Recognising our level of performance could not much lower and having somehow managed to retain parity on the score sheet, the mood within Rovers ranks all of sudden became buoyant. General consensus was, the game was there for the taking. 
  
H/T: 0 - 0 

And so when, soon after the break custodian Shaw experienced a touch of déjà vu in the form of a freakish, long-range strike whizzing past his left-hand side and into the top corner of the net, if anything our heads lifted. Bombing forward with increasing numbers, Balmain started to get on top and after a while found itself putting Strathfield under some sustained pressure. 
A leveller seemed just a matter of time, although there were some scary moments at the other end (Strathfield’s shooting boots had still not turned up). Half chances came thick and fast, most notably when Stubbs tried what at first appeared an overly ambitious shot from the edge of the area, but which was ultimately thwarted only by a combination of desperately sprawling keeper and the upright. 
Wiles was introduced on the left flank and within in minutes found himself turning defenders inside out on the left side of the box. High-pitched or otherwise, teammates’ lungs joined in a chorus of song for the ball to be sent to the far post. The playmaker obliged, caressing a pinpoint chip for Stubbs to volley into the ground and then the goal. 1-1. Five minutes later a chance fell to Hull on the right but from James’ cut back his side-footed shot flew narrowly past the opposite post. 
The search for a late winner continued relentlessly but time ran out. The Strathfield game saw Rovers found wanting in the home run but after two draws the trek out to Busby will provide a chance for us to get off and Racing, so to speak. 
  
F/T: 1 - 1 
 
Pele Points: 
3 - Wootton, 2 - Stubbs, 1 - Wragg
