Balmain Rovers 2 (0), Botany Utd 2 (1)
 

Balmain line-up:
Shaw - See, Williams, Wootton, Owens (Hull 70) - Wiles, James, Wragg, Bush - Penman, Stubbs
 

Goals:
James 53, Stubbs 63.
 

Reality check: last season Botany and Rovers finished in 6th and 7th places respectively in the SAFL, with Botany completing a league double over Rovers.  This year round the season opener saw the two sides well matched on the pitch, which could bode well for Rover's progress in the league ladder too.  An 11th hour switch of venue to Bark Hutts reserve in Belfield was welcomed by both sides, due to the superb playing surface on offer.  Rover's captain Wragg won the toss and elected to play against the wind for the first 45.  Both sides created chances with Rovers striking the post twice within a blink and Shaw being called upon at the other end for some solid saves.  Botany broke the deadlock after 25 mins or so as their star performer, inexplicably wearing number 32 in centre midfield, launched a once-a-season 30 yard drifting shot which nestled in the top corner.  Rovers were not too dismayed making it to the break the 1 freak-goal down, having defended solidly throughout the tougher half against the breeze.
 

H/T: 0 - 1
 

Botany withdrew their number 32 at the break and Rovers set about making them regret it.  A great passage of play for the first 10 minutes of the second half saw the equaliser arrive.  Rovers utilised the height of Wiles, literally twice the height of his marker, from a throw down the left hand side and the ball fell to James 18 yards out.  Making no mistake the debutant drilled a low shot through a thicket of players which the keeper could only palm onto the inside of the post and into the net.  Ten minutes later James was again involved at Rovers took the lead.  Front man Stubbs laid the ball into James inside Botany territory.  James toyed with the Botany sweeper sending him this way and that, as Stubbs marauded down the left flank in acres of space.  His blood-curdling screams for the return pass were reportedly interfering with MP3 players across this fine city, and history will show that they were well heeded as James laid off the perfect tee up for Stubbs to lash the ball first time into the far corner for a 2-1 lead.  Botany were shell shocked but as the game proceeded gradually began to exert more pressure for the equaliser.  It looked as though Rovers would hold out until an innocuous 88th minute header from a Botany striker managed to elude the orange defence with the ball ending up apologetically inside the near post.
 

F/T: 2 - 2
 

Pele Points:
3 - Shaw, 2 - James, 1 - Bush
