   First grade match report (Mark Wootton)

   Balmain Rovers 3     v     Leichhardt Saints 5

   M.Peters, N.Vince (C), C.Huey, J.Wragg (B.Jones 45'), M.Wootton, J.See,

   D.Knights, A.Kirk, G.See (H.Felix 60'), R.Briscoe, P.Richardson

   After the reserves putting on a great display and Jeff See putting on an

   even greater display in the art of how not to make a coffee it was up to

   the first grade to make the day complete.

   Rovers lined up in a 4-3-3 formation that initially started well but the

   team started to struggle when Saints figured out what was going on and

   using the available width. After starting so well Rovers lost there way

   and gifted Saints with too many opportunities and possession.

   In a quick fire 10 minutes, half way through the first half, Rovers

   found themselves 3 behind after some poor defending, lack of marking and

   a text book training ground volley from a Saints player after a failed

   corner clearance.

   After a swift change of formation to 4-4-2 Rovers finally started to

   play some decent football and apply some pressure on Saints with Briscoe

   and Richardson seeing more of the ball in the danger area.

   HT 0 – 3

   With the introduction of Ben at half time and a reshuffle of the back

   line Rovers came out of the traps flying in the second half. After a

   great deal of possession Rovers finally got on the score sheet despite

   already having more opportunities than our counterparts. Chances started

   to come thick and fast and it was only a matter or time before Kirk

   seized on a loose ball to prod home to spark a potential come back.

   The troops had been rallied and the call of “lets keep them out for five

   minutes” came only for Rovers to again self destruct, four minutes after

   the call, with Rovers conceding a further 2 goals in quick fire

   succession.

   Heads down slightly Rovers grew as the half went on with See (G) and

   Jones imparticular causing all sorts of problems down the left flank.

   After a cracking run from the back by Huey and a great through ball

   Richardson found some space and spanked a low drive into the corner past

   a hapless keeper.

   With Rovers continuing to dominate possession and applying more pressure

   a further goal came towards the end of the game from Felix who neatly

   placed a shot into the top right hand corner after Saints failed to

   clear another set piece.

   The signs are there for a good season for Rovers. It will come fellas

   lets just keep working on it!

   Pele Points:

   3 - Ben Jones – Changes the game when he came on and was Rovers’ most

   dangerous player

   2 -  Paul Richardson – Some great runs and a well taken goal

   1 – Dave Knights – Held and distributed the ball well.

