1st Grade - Jeff See 

Balmain Rovers 0  vs. Jaguars 0 (H/T: 0-0) 
  
Line-up: M.Peters, N.Vince, D.Hull (H.Felix 60'), C.Huey, J.Wragg, J.See (A.Worthy 80'), G.See, A.Kirk, D.Knights, P.Richardson, R.Briscoe (M.James 70') 
  
Goals: - 
  
Yellow Cards: J.Wragg 
  
A lovely day for football with blue skies, fresh-cut grass and birds chirping greeted the Rovers as we returned to our one-time home ground, Bark Huts Reserve, for the first game of the 2007 season. Having finished last season with a flourish, the boys were keen to continue the run. However, the referee was not quite as keen, and left us waiting on the pitch for a good ten minutes to continue our warm-up, which consisted of a couple of pings at our keeper whilst listening to a domestic disturbance on the sideline. 
  
Lining up in their traditional 4-4-2 formation, albeit with new orange jerseys, seemingly brighter than before, the Rovers started on the back foot for the first few minutes, but eventually got into their rhythm and gained a foothold in the game. Despite some promising sides from Balmain, neither side created too many chances in the first half, with neither keeper really tested and the half ended 0-all, a fair reflection on the game at that stage. 
  
The second half was much brighter for the men in orange, as we opened up with a cross from the right which Briscoe turned goal-wards, only for the keeper to gather at the second attempt. This set the tone for the second half, as we stretched them across the pitch - the two front men and the See brothers both getting shots off that could have gone in on another day. However, as the half wore on you got the impression that it might not be our day, especially as their goalie, aka Mr. Tickle, managed to dive full length to deny James' header. Frustration was beginning to set in, and it told, as Wragg flashed his dirty side and landed a kick to the back of a hapless Jaguars attacker. Despite his immediate apology, it resulted in a bit of handbags, which resulted in a yellow card to each team. When the game got back underway, Rovers almost conceded as Peters and Wragg got in a bit of a tangle, but luckily no Jaguars player could capitalize. However, we had the best chance of the game with minutes to go, Felix's cross finding Kirk unmarked in the box, but Mr. Tickle once again managed to pounce on his second touch to smother the shot. 
  
Despite the "failure" we had just endured, there were plenty of promising signs, and we could have won by 5 or 6 with a bit of luck. 
  
Pele Points: A.Kirk 3, P.Richardson 2, C.Huey 1

