Match Report - Sunday 4th June – Arncliffe vs. Balmain Rovers at Arncliffe Park

By Rich Briscoe
Arncliffe 4 (2) – Balmain Rover 1 (0)

Balmain Line-up: Bowling – Vince, Wragg, Tony (Humphries 45), Hull – Felix (Uematsu 75), See, Penman, Briscoe, Stubbs (c) – M James

Balmain made a change from the familiar 4-4-2 formation in an attempt to contain the Lebanese internationals on a hostile ground in Arncliffe.  Rovers started brightly and looked competent in all areas of the pitch, except perhaps, the sandpit that was the centre circle.  Arncliffe took the lead making use of their home advantage.  Rovers hit back and were unlucky not to equalise on a number of occasions with James going closest forcing a save at the far post.  A scrappy goal for Arncliffe against the run of play left us unfortunate to go in at half time 2-0 down.

H/T (0 – 2)

The second half began with Balmain looking to salvage something from the game, but a lucky free kick from Arncliffe dampened spirits and hopes of a spectacular comeback.  Despite some harrowing chants from the opposition supporters, Rovers’ team spirit didn’t wane.  Some good attacking moves unfortunately came to nothing until some good play down the left wing involving Hull and James put a looping ball into the danger area.  A giant leap from the in-form Briscoe surpassed the keeper for strength and skill and the fine header secured the only goal of the game for Rovers.  Any hope of a gallant comeback was dashed by a fourth for Arncliffe when a nicely struck free kick found the top corner of the net. 

F/T (1 – 4)

Goal: - Briscoe (80)

Pele Points:

3 - Penman

2 - See

1 - Humphries

