Match Report - Saturday 13 May - Balmain Rovers v Prestons at Timbrell Park

By Mark Wootton
Balmain Rover 1 (0) V Prestons 1 (0)

Balmain Line-up: Champie - Hull, Wootton, Owens (45) Wragg, Vince - Stubbs (c), Williams, James, See - Briscoe, Penman (65) Felix

Goal: - Stubbs (72)

After a few weeks of close calls and Rovers actually resembling more of a team we met a Prestons side that where pretty much in the same position. The game was therefore proving to be a proverbial “4 pointer” at this early stage of the season.
Manager and goalkeeper Stew Shaw decided to shuffle the pack to try and help improve things. He also withdrew himself from the side after picking up a knitting injury or something during the previous week.
Rovers started like a team low on confidence and the entire team looked somewhat disjointed with all areas being over run in the early stages of the game. Rovers could consider themselves lucky not to have fallen behind in the first 20 minutes as a young Preston’s side tried to take the game to them but creating little in the way of clear cut chances. Although unorganised Briscoe was very unlucky with an effort early on in the half that hit the post and deserved better.
Not until around the half hour mark did Rovers start to sure up the defence and midfield and start to play some football. The creating of chances for returning debutant Briscoe and side kick Penman started to become evident with Rovers wing men starting to come more and more into the game.

HT 0-0
The second half saw the introduction of Wragg for Owens. This meant that Gareth “Carlton Palmer” Williams was moved from his central midfield starting position back into his more accustomed centre half role.
As mentioned after the game we did look a whole different side after the break (?). The Rovers side seemed to gain more and more confidence as the game worn on and started to create half chances. Williams was lucky to stay on the pitch after pushing his 4’2” opponent to the ground after a quick round of handbags. Note – this is the first Rovers defender to have been booked this season (maybe the first out field player?).
The opening came when James played a neat through ball to Stubbs who saw his low drive from inside the box deceive the away keeper and beat him to his near post. 1-0. Rovers deserved the lead at this stage but after the goal Rovers again started to lose procession a little too easy and invited pressure from Prestons. 

As in previous weeks Rovers proved to be let down by a poor refereeing decision which once again changed the game. Your author was adjudged to have pushed a Prestons forward on the edge of the area. After managing to stay out of the referee’s book asking what the ridiculous decision was for Rovers put a wall just inside their own box. The free kick taker to his credit bent in a top notch shot that left goalkeeper Champie with no chance. 

The game from this point on turned rather rushed and scrappy with no team able to push on for a winner.
Although Erin will tell me I am a moaning Pommie I am sure I am not the only one to have left the pitch feeling bitter for what may have been. 

The win will come soon gents!
Pele Points: 3 Briscoe, 2 Stubbs, 1 See.
