Match Report (Very Very Late)
Round 1: 14/4/2007

Enfield v Balmain

Henley Park

After an excessively long pre-season, it was now time for some serious football. The day had come to see if the super training sessions, new management structure and overall step into the new year had worked for us or not.
In what is hopefully a new trend for the team, we were there on time and ready to go. After shirts got flown left right and centre (otherwise known as the official start of season shirt ceremony) we lined up for the start of the game. Our new players were easy to spot with the combination of white and blue shorts and the selection committee had decided that a new year starts with new positions. (Including Bruce in goals waiting for the phone advice from Amir during an English exam)

I don’t remember much of the first few minutes (the excitement having got the better of me) but I do remember that Bruce had a few good saves in protecting the goal mouth. As my memory starts coming back I saw us start to dominate the midfield and put some attacking pressure on Enfield. One of these forays up forward led to a perfect cross passing all at the goal mouth to be heartily met with Justan’s boot for a superb effort that looked like it wasn’t too far away from the target.

Not too long after this shot Amir (who had gone AWOL from the immigration department) was seen racing along the sidelines to take back his rightful place in goals. Of course Dan was so happy to see Amir again, he gave away a penalty (yes it was an extremely soft penalty, yes the foul saved a certain goal, but he still gave away a penalty). It was at this instance Amir’s dancing and diving performed at training whilst we were slaving away around Paul laps of torture paid off. The penalty was taken, Amir was diving and the ball kept far away from the goal mouth.

This gave us the kick we needed and we went back to taking control of the game through the midfield and creating too many chances to count. Unfortunately we could not capitalise and we went into the break 0-0 but on top of the game.
The second half saw Enfield release their secret weapon, a 300 kilo smart ass forward, just what every team needs. Nothing beats the pace 300 kilo’s in a forward line creates. As Mr 300 was whining to the ref, Serdar, Robbie and Akin were cutting up their defences through the wings. We were all over them now as they were quickly tiring.

At this moment, the pro Enfield linesman (he was getting instructions from the Enfield players) starting helping out his guys and the flag went up every time we touched the ball. This soon led to controversy as another blinding Serdar run found its way to Robbie who beat the keeper and put the ball in the back of the net. Unfortunately the linesman thought the ball had passed the goal line first. How could he make this call from so far away although it was later confirmed by a team member involved that the ball did go out.

We maintained control of the second half until Enfield responded by bringing Paul down. They seemed to be getting a foothold until Paul brought himself back from the dead to take the field and give it to Enfield, raising the stakes of the game and lifting the team at the same time. Although we played spirited football we could not find the back of the net and the final score remained 0-0. Not bad for a new year in a new division but surely we can improve from here.

Score: 0 – 0

Pele Points:

Amir – 2 (he saved a penalty)

Serdar - 1

Robbie - 1

Paul - 1
Akin - 1
